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On Saturday, April 18, 2009 more than 600 family members and volunteers joined to cheer on the hundreds of athletes who competed in Junior Blind’s 5th annual Junior 
Blind Olympics (JBO). The event, co-hosted by the Optimist Blind Youth Association, provided children ages 6-19 with an opportunity to test their physical abilities in 
activities, such as archery, shot put, soccer throw, rowing, long jump, 100-yard dash and rock climbing. Athletes came from all over California, as well as Arizona, Utah and 
even Canada, making this year’s event the biggest and best yet.

The day was made possible with the addition of Chumash Casino Resort as the event’s Olympic Sponsor, as well as the support of returning Medallion Sponsors HBO and 
CVS Caremark, parent company of CVS/pharmacy. In addition, CVS Caremark Charitable Trust presented a check for $35,000 to help fund Junior Blind’s recreation pro-
grams, which include Camp Bloomfield and Visions: Adventures in Learning. Thank you to all who participated in making this incredible day such a huge success! To check 
out more photos of our athletes, please go to www.juniorblind.org.

It’s All About the Athletes at the 2009 Junior Blind Olympics!

Thank you to our 
sponsors and supporters!

OLYMPIC SPONSOR
Chumash Casino Resort

MEDALLION SPONSORS
CVS/pharmacy 

HBO

OLYMPIC SUPPORTERS
The Bobby Sherman Volunteer EMT 

Foundation
Cartoon Network
Custom Essence

Huntington Culinary
JAKKS Pacific

KWDZ Manufacturing LLC dba Knit 
Works/Beautees

PIMCO 
U.S. Foodservice

To learn how to become a JBO Sponsor, 
please contact Debbie McBeth at 

323.295.4555, ext. 267 or  
dmcbeth@juniorblind.org.
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Welcome Leena Bandy, New Braille Teacher
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Junior Blind’s new Braille Instructor, Leena 
Bandy, knows the importance of Braille.  She 
can read it in four languages!  By becoming a 
teacher, Leena hopes to inspire her students to 
learn Braille and understand the impact it can 
have on their lives. 

Currently, fewer than 10 percent of the 1.3 
million Americans who are legally blind read 

Braille but out of all those who are legally 
blind and are employed, 90 percent are 

Braille literate.

“It’s difficult and it can be frustrating but it’s 
such an important skill to have,” says Leena.  
“I’m happy that I can use the understanding 
and experience I have to help others improve 
their lives…and their chances of getting a job.” 

Leena’s students feel her passion and it’s making 
an impact on how they approach the subject.  

Christina Raffee is trying to learn Braille for 
the second time and she’s succeeding.  

“When I tried to learn a couple of years ago, I 
found it really frustrating,” she says.  “But now, 
I’m excelling.  It helps to have a good teacher, a 
good environment and good company.”

Another student, Lauren Frye is only one 
month deep.  Her vision loss was progressive, 
beginning 20 years ago with a diagnosis of 
retinitis pigmentosa.  Up until ten years ago, 
Lauren had enough vision to drive and until 
five years ago, she could read large print books.  
Now, she can see only shadows.  

With a master’s degree in City and Regional 
Planning and her own Urban Planning Com-
pany, Lauren realizes it was essential to learn 
Braille in order to continue doing her job.  

“A huge part of my job is reading maps and I 
just can’t do that without knowing Braille,” she 
says.

As she taps away on her Braille typewriter, 
she explains how far she has come in just four 
weeks. “Before I came to Junior Blind I didn’t 
even know what the letter A was in Braille.  
Now, I’m able to write letters to my daughters.  
I even taught them what I know so they can 
read them.”

Like Christina, Lauren was frustrated as first.  
“I cried my first two day of class but Leena told 
me that I was doing great and I was being too 
hard on myself.”

Alec Smale, an advanced student in the class of-
fers help and encouragement to the “newbies.” 

“It’s tough at first but believe me, it’s worth it,” 
he says.

Leena (left) is impressed by her students' 
commitment and progress.

"It helps to have a good teacher, a good environment 
and good company." —Christina Raffe



perspectives
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Take a STEP Toward Greater Independence!
The only program of its kind in Southern California, Junior Blind of America’s Student Transi-
tion & Enrichment Program (STEP) is designed to help teens and young adults identify areas 
of career interest and successfully transition to college or the workforce. In addition to learn-
ing skills for independent living, students develop work-readiness skills through individualized 
instruction, group seminars and internships opportunities that are matched to their interests, 
abilities and goals.

To register, please contact Michael Martinez, 
Director of Transition Services at 323.290.6282 
or mmartinez@juniorblind.org.

STEP Session I 
Monday, June 22 - Friday, July 10, 2009

STEP Session 2 
Monday, July 20 - Friday, August 7, 2009

Sign up for STEP Summer Sessions!

Target Awards Grant for Early Childhood Literacy 
Committed to improving early childhood lit-
eracy, Target awarded a generous grant to help 
fund Junior Blind’s Child Development and 
Vision Screening Programs.

“Early childhood literacy is a critical area of 
focus for Junior Blind.  We are so grateful to 
have Target’s support as we work to provide 
our children with the resources they need to 
succeed academically and in life,” says Laura 
Hardy, senior vice president of development. 

Serving children who are blind, as well as those 
who are at risk for losing their vision, Junior 
Blind is dedicated to providing children with 
the opportunity and tools necessary to read. 

“At Target, our local grants are making a dif-
ference in the communities we serve,” says 

Laysha Ward, vice president, community 
relations, Target. “We’re proud to partner with 
Junior Blind of America as part of our ongoing 
commitment to give back to the communities 
where our guests and team members live and 
work.”

Since opening its doors, Target has given 5 
percent of its income to organizations that 
support education, the arts, social services and 
volunteerism. Today that 
translates to more than $3 
million every week. 

Thank you to Target for an 
outstanding commitment 
to our students and the 
community!
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SAVE THE DATES!

Special Education School Graduation 
Friday, June 19, 2009

Children’s Residential Program Prom 
Friday, June 19, 2009

Families Connecting with Families International 
Conference  
Friday, July 17 – Sunday, July 19, 2009

Family Resource Day 
Saturday, September 26, 2009

Professional Development Day Open House 
Thursday, October 8, 2009

Halloween Carnival 
Saturday, October 24, 2009

Holiday Carnival 
Saturday, December 12, 2009

All events will take place at Junior Blind's campus at 
5300 Angeles Vista Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90043 
except the Families Connecting with Families International 
Conference.




